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Description 

Technical Field 

5 [0001] This invention relates to a battery pack employed as a power source for a portable telephone, personal com- 
puter or a video camera. 

Background Art 

10 [0002] There has hitherto been known a battery pack constituted by a secondary cell, such as a lithium ion cell, NiCd 
cell or a nickel hydrogen cell. Such known battery pack is in need of a protective circuit which is arranged at a pre-set 
position within the battery pack. A charging control circuit is separately provided on a charger such as an ac adapter 
or on an external unit such as a personal computer employing the battery pack. If the excess discharging state is 
detected, the discharge is discontinued appropriately. 

15 [0003] However, the voltage at each cell cannot be detected based solely upon the terminal voltage of the battery 
pack, such that the residual capacity cannot be measured accurately. Besides, if any one of the cells reaches a pre- 
set over-discharge voltage, the discharge is discontinued without regard to the terminal voltage. 
[0004] This is particularly inconvenient with an equipment, such as a personal computer, in which it is necessary to 
carry out an operation of data storage before discontinuing the discharge. 

20 [0005] On the other hand, the control circuit needs to be designed uniquely in order to adapt it to the characteristics 
of the secondary cell of the battery pack. If the control circuit is provided outside of the battery pack, the problem of 
interchangeability between the charger and the secondary cells arises with inconveniences in safety and costs. It has 
therefore been desired to provide a small-sized compact battery pack in which control may be made so as to take 
account of the characteristics of the cells of the secondary battery of the battery pack and in which the load imposed 

25 on the external equipment used with the battery pack may be minimized. 

[0006] In addition, when charging the battery pack with the power supplied from a power circuit connected to the 
external equipment, it is necessary to change over the charging operation depending on whether the external equipment 
is in the turned-on state or in the turned-off state. 

[0007] EP-A-0 406 858 describes an arrangement for supplying power to telephone apparatus having a battery unit 
30 provided therein. A battery charger serves as an adapter converting power from an AC source into DC power available 
at three different current levels. In this arrangement, charging/discharging is controlled by means provided within the 
battery charger. During a first, rapid-charging phase, power is supplied to the telephone apparatus/battery combination 
at a relatively high current level. During a subsequent, trickle-charging phase, power is supplied at a relatively low 
current level. However, during the trickle charge phase, if it is detected that the telephone is in stand-by mode, the 
35 battery charger supplies power at a somewhat higher current level than is normal for trickle charging (in order to ensure 
that the battery is not run down). 

[0008] In view of the above-described status of the art, it is an object of the present invention to provide a battery 
pack in which the charge/discharge operation may be performed on the side of the battery pack and in which appropriate 
charge/discharge control may be made depending on the state of the external equipment in such a manner as to take 
40 account of the cell characteristics. 

Disclosure of the Invention 

[0009] The present invention provides a battery pack adapted to be connected, in use, to a power source circuit and 
45 to an external equipment, said external equipment being connected to said power source circuit, said battery pack 
comprising a plurality of cells and means for controlling the charging current of said battery pack, the battery pack 
being characterised in that it comprises integral charging control means comprising: means for detecting the on/off 
state of said external equipment when connected thereto in use, and said means for controlling the charging current 
of said battery pack, the charging current control means being adapted such that, when connected to the external 
50 equipment and to the power source circuit in use, said external equipment and power source circuit being connected 
together, the battery pack draws power at a first level, equal to the total supply power from said power source circuit, 
when the detecting means detects the off state of the external equipment and, whenever the detecting means detects 
the on state of the external equipment, the power drawn by the battery pack is limited to a second level, less than the 
first level, said second level being equal to the total supply power from said power source circuit less the maximum 
55 power consumed by said external equipment. 

[0010] In this manner, the battery pack may be charged properly without adversely affecting the power supply to the 
external equipment. 

[0011] In the turned-on state of the external equipment, charging is performed with the low current obtained by 
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switching control of the current supplied from the power source circuit. It is preferred to effect the charging under 
constant current control of controlling the current from the power source circuit to a constant low current value. 
[0012] It is also possible to detect the voltage difference among the cells in the state of termination of charging and 
to discharge the cell of the maximum voltage if the voltage difference is higher than a pre-set threshold value in order 

5 to maintain what may be termed a cell voltage balance for suppressing voltage fluctuations. 

[0013] By controlling the discharge switch to an on-state on termination of charging, or by detecting the voltage state 
of the power source circuit and on/off controlling the discharging switch depending on the detected state of the power 
source, it becomes possible to supply the discharging current instantly from the battery pack to the external equipment 
even if the power source circuit is turned off during the turned-on state of the external equipment. 

w [0014] Furthermore, by providing a battery loading terminal to which a voltage is applied on battery loading, and by 
changing over the internal circuit between the operation and the non-operation depending on the voltage applied to 
the battery loading terminal, it becomes possible to assure protection for such cases wherein the powersource terminals 
of the battery pack are shorted or other chargers are employed. 

15 Brief Description of the Drawings 

[001 5] Fig. 1 is a schematic plan view showing a structure of an embodiment of a battery pack according to the present 
invention. 

[0016] Fig.2 is a schematic block circuit diagram showing the structure of a circuit of the embodiment of the battery 
20 pack according to the present invention and a peripheral circuit. 

[0017] Fig. 3 is a flowchart for schematically illustrating the overall charge/discharge control operations of the em- 
bodiment of Figs.1 and 2. 

[0018] Fig.4 is a flowchart for illustrating the background charging mode among the charge/discharging control op- 
erations of the embodiment of Figs.1 and 2. 
25 [001 9] Fig.5 is a graph showing changes in the current and the voltage with lapse of time for the background charging 
mode. 

[0020] Fig.6 is a flowchart for illustrating the background discharging mode among the charge/discharging control 
operations of the embodiment of Figs.1 and 2. 

[0021] Fig.7 is a graph showing changes in the current and the voltage with lapse of time in the quick charging mode. 
30 [0022] Fig.8 is a schematic block circuit diagram showing the structure of a circuit of a modified embodiment of the 
battery pack according to the present invention and a peripheral circuit. 

Best Mode for Carrying out the invention 

35 [0023] Referring to the drawings, preferred embodiments of the battery pack according to the present invention will 
be explained. 

[0024] A battery pack 1 of the present embodiment is made up of a control/protection circuit 3 and a main battery 
unit 4 provided within a container casing 2, as shown in Fig.1. The control/ protection circuit 3, with a built-in charge/ 
discharge control function, a built-in communication function and a protective circuit, is suitably arranged in position 

40 within the container casing 2. 

[0025] The main battery unit 4 is comprised of, for example, six cells 5. These six cells 5, termed 3P2S, are comprised 
of two series connection of two sets of cells, each being made up of three cells connected in parallel. 
[0026] The main battery unit 4 also includes a negative terminal 6, a positive terminal 7 and an external connection 
terminal 8 at suitable positions capable of being connected to an external charger and an external equipment 9 provided 

^5 externally of the container casing 2. 

[0027] The number of cells 5 of the battery main unit 4 is not limited to six and may be suitably increased or decreased. 
The connecting state of the cells 5 may also be changed in any desired manner. 

[0028] The battery pack 1 , comprised of the control/protection circuit 3 and the main battery unit 4, has its negative 
terminal 6, positive terminal 7 and the external connection terminal 8 connected to the negative and positive sides of 

so the external equipment 9 and a power source circuit 10, such as an ac/dc converter, and to the external equipment 9, 
respectively, as shown in Fig.2, in order to effect the charge/discharge operations for the main battery unit 4. 
[0029] The control/protection circuit 3 is comprised of a micro -computer 11 , an analog circuit 12, resistors R1 to R4, 
diodes D1 , D2, D3 and D4, switches S1 , S2 S3 and S4, an operational amplifier OP1 and an inductance L1 . 
[0030] The state of interconnection between the control/protection circuit 3 and the main battery unit 4 is now ex- 

55 plained. 

[0031] The positive terminal 7, connected with the positive sides of the external equipment 9 and the charger 10, is 
connected to an end of a resistor R1 , an end of the control/protection circuit 3, a cathode side of the diode D1 and to 
a positive terminal of the main battery unit 4. 
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[0032] The resistor R1 has its other end connected to an end of a resistor R2 and to a terminal of the analog circuit 1 2. 

[0033] The resistor R2 has its other end connected via a fuse F1 to the negative terminal 6. 

[0034] The resistor R3 has its one end connected to the anode side of the diode D1 and to an input terminal of the 

analog circuit 12, while having its other end connected via the fuse F1 to the negative terminal 6. 
5 [0035] The resistor R4 has its one end connected to the switch S1 , the cathode side of the diode D3, the other end 

of a coil L1 and to one input terminal of the operational amplifier OP1 , while having its other end connected to the other 

input terminal of the operational amplifier OP1 and to the negative terminal of the battery main unit 4. 

[0036] The diode D1 is a Zener diode which has its anode side connected to one end of the resistor R3 and to the 

input terminal of the analog circuit 12 and which has its cathode side connected to the positive terminal 7. 
w [0037] The diode D2 has its anode side connected to one terminal of the switch S1 , the other terminal of the switch 

S2 and to the anode side of the diode D3, while having its cathode side connected via the fuse F1 to the negative 

terminal 6. 

[0038] The diode D3 has its anode side connected to one terminal of the switch S1 , the other terminal of the switch 
S2 and to the anode side of the diode D2, while having its cathode side connected to the other terminal of the switch 
15 S1 , the other terminal of the coil L1 , the one input terminal of the operational amplifier OP1 and to one terminal of the 
resistor R4. 

[0039] The diode D4 has its anode side connected to one terminal of the coil L1 and to the other terminal of the 
switch S4, while having its cathode side connected to the positive terminal 7. 

[0040] The switch S1 , which is turned on during the charging operation of the battery main unit 4, has its one terminal 
20 connected to the anode side of the diode D3, one terminal of the switch S4, the anode side of the diode D2 and to the 
other terminal of the switch S2, while having its other terminal connected to the cathode side of the diode D3, the other 
terminal of the coil L1, the one input terminal of the operational amplifier OP1 and to one terminal of the resistor R4 
and having its control terminal connected to an output terminal of the micro-computer (CPU) 11 . 
[0041] The switch S2, which is turned on during the discharging of the battery main unit 4, has its one terminal 
25 connected via the fuse F1 to the negative terminal 6 and to the cathode side of the diode D2, while having its other 
terminal connected to the anode side of the diode D2, one terminal of the switch S4, the anode side of the diode D3 
and to one input terminal of the switch S1 and having its control terminal connected to the output terminal of the micro- 
computer (CPU) 11. 

[0042] The switch S4, which is turned on and off based upon the command from the micro-computer 11 and the 
30 analog circuit 1 2, has its one terminal connected to the other terminal of the switch S2, the anode side of the diode 
D2, the anode side of the diode D3 and to one terminal of the switch S1 , while having its other terminal connected to 
the anode side of the diode D4 and to one terminal of the coil L1 and its control terminal connected to the output 
terminal of the micro-computer 11 and to the output terminal of the analog circuit 12. 

[0043] The operational amplifier OP1 , detecting the excessive current and the directivity, that is charging or discharg- 
35 ing, is connected to the other terminal of the switch S1 , the cathode side of the diode D3, the other terminal of the coil 
L1 and to the negative side of the battery main unit 4. 

[0044] The fuse F1 , which is turned on and off based upon the signal from the micro-computer 1 1 , has its one terminal 
connected to the negative terminal 6, while having its other terminal connected to the other terminal of the resistor R2, 
the other terminal of the resistor R3, the cathode side of the diode D2 and to one terminal of the switch S2 and its 

40 control terminal connected to the output terminal of the micro-computer 11 . 

[0045] The micro-computer 11, controlling the charging/discharging of the battery main unit 4 and the protective 
circuit inclusive of the analog circuit 12, has plural input terminals, that is terminals controlling the switches S1 to S4, 
a terminal for acquiring the information from the analog circuit 12, a terminal connected to the other terminal of the 
switch S3, a terminal controlling the fuse F1 and an external control terminal 8 for controlling the external equipment 9. 

45 [0046] The analog circuit 1 2, comprised of a circuitry for controlling the battery main unit 4 and for accommodating 
for shorting or the like, has an input terminal to which signals from the battery main unit 4 enter, a terminal for controlling 
the switches S3 and S4, a terminal for transmitting the information to the micro-computer 1 1 and a terminal for detecting 
unusual input/output voltages. 

[0047] With the above-described control/protection circuit 3, it has heretofore been necessary to provide a protection 
50 circuit constituted by the operational amplifier OP1 and the resistor R4 for detecting the constant current or voltage 
within the inside of the power source circuit 10 or within the charger as well as on the battery pack 1 . However, with 
the above arrangement, it is sufficient to provide only one set of the similar portions of the charger and the power 
source circuit 1 0 within the battery pack. 

[0048] The protection circuit may also be comprised of the diode D1 and the resistor R3 and designed to detect the 
55 unusual input voltage. Such protection circuit plays the role of preventing the charging from the power source when 
for example the voltage of the power source circuit reaches an unusual value. 

[0049] In addition, the analog circuit 1 2 monitors the states of the cells 5 of the battery main unit 4. That is, the analog 
circuit 1 2 detects the state of voltage or the charge/discharge current of each cell 5 and suitably transmits the detected 
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state to the micro-computer 11 . 

[0050] For example, if the charge/discharge operation of the battery main unit 4 is completed, a signal indicating that 
effect is transmitted to the micro-computer 11 for turning the switch S2 off. On the other hand, if unusual situations 
arise in the battery main unit 4 during the charging operation or the discharging operation, such as when excessively 
5 charged state or excessively discharged state has occurred, the analog circuit 12 controls the switch S1 or S2 to halt 
the charging operation or the discharging operation. 

[0051 ] If, during charging of the battery pack 1 by the power source circuit 1 0, such as an ac/dc converter, the charging 
voltage is deviated significantly from the design value, the analog circuit 12 detects the partial voltage value from the 
protection circuit made up of the resistors R1 and R2 and transmits a signal of stopping the charging operation to the 
10 micro-computer 1 1 . The micro-computer 1 1 breaks the fuse F1 responsive to this signal in order to prevent the battery 
main unit 4 from being destroyed. 

[0052] In this manner, by providing the various protection circuits in the battery pack 1 instead of within the power 
source circuit 1 0 and by incorporating control circuits performing various control operations in the battery pack 1 , the 
battery pack 1 itself is able to achieve the protection of the cells 5 and the charging/discharging control. 
15 [0053] The operation of the control/protection circuit 3 is controlled in accordance with the pre-set flowchart stored 
within the micro-computer 11 . Referring to Figs.3 to 7, a typical set of operations for a 3P-2S type battery pack,, com- 
prising three parallel rows each consisting of two series connected cells, is explained. 

[0054] Referring to Fig.3, when the battery pack is loaded at a step S10, the voltage is checked at a step S11 by the 
analog circuit 12. Specifically, the partial voltage values from the voltage divider circuit made up of the resistors R1 
20 and R2 are detected by the analog circuit 1 2 in order to check whether or not the voltage is within the normal voltage 
range. If the voltage is the normal voltage, control proceeds to a step S12 for starting the micro-computer (CPU) 11 
within the battery pack 1. 

[0055] At the next step S1 3, there is a check of the status of the ac power source of the power source circuit 1 0, and 
the status of the personal computer (PC) as a specific example of the external equipment 9, that is the AC (power 
25 source)/PC (external equipment) status, for proceeding to branching to various modes depending on the AC or PC 
statuses. 

[0056] That is, if the AC/PC state is found to be AC (power source) off and the PC (external equipment) off (S14), 
control proceeds to a step S15 to decipher whether or not the power downstate exists. If the result of decision is YES 
(power down), the operation is ended. If the result is NO, control proceeds to the wait or stand-by mode S20. If the 
30 AC/PC state is found at the step S13 to be AC (power source) off and the PC (external equipment) on (S16), control 
proceeds to a discharge mode (S30). If the AC/PC state is found at the step S13 to be AC (power source) on and the 
PC (external equipment) on (S1 7), control proceeds to a background charging mode (S40). If the AC/PC state is found 
at the step S13 to be AC (power source) on and the PC (external equipment) off (S18), control proceeds to a quick 
charging mode (S50). 

35 [0057] Among these modes, the discharge mode (S30) is the mode of driving the external equipment 9, such as the 
personal computer, with the battery. During this mode, both the switches S1 and S2 are turned on in order to detect 
the voltage of the cells 5 in the battery main unit 4 (in effect, the cells connected in parallel). The reason of detecting 
the cell voltage in the battery main unit 4 is, that, since the cells are discharged and the voltage is thereby lowered, 
such voltage is checked, so that, at the next step S32, the voltage values in the cells 5 are checked as to whether or 

40 not these voltage values become lower than a pre-set threshold voltage, such as 2.75 V, which represents the exces- 
sively discharged state. 

[0058] If the voltage state in each cell 5 becomes lower than the above-mentioned threshold value (2.75 V), control 
proceeds to the next step S33 to issue an alarm that the excessively discharged state exists and to prompt the external 
equipment to stop its operation. At the next step S34, it is checked whether or not the voltage is lower than a voltage 
45 from which re-charging becomes impossible, such as 2.50 V. Until this voltage is reached, the discharge is continued 
while simultaneously the alarm concerning the excessively discharged state is issued in order to enable the processing 
for data protection by, for example, the personal computer. 

[0059] If the voltage is found at the step S34 to be lower than the voltage of 2.50 V, control proceeds to a step S35 
to force the power-down state of the battery pack 1 . The switches S1 and S2 are both turned off to terminate the power 

so supply to the external equipment 9. 

[0060] Among the above-mentioned various modes, the operation in the wait mode S20 is the same as that for the 
discharge mode S30. However, since the external equipment 9 is turned off, the discharge current is extremely low. 
Since the operating steps S21 , S22, S23, S24 and S25 of the wait mode S20 correspond to the operating steps S31 , 
S32, S33, S34 and S35 of the discharge mode S30, the explanation is not made for clarity. 

55 [0061] The background charging mode S40, which is established when the AC (power source)/PC (external equip- 
ment) state is decided to be such that the AC (power source) is on and the PC (external equipment) is on (S17), is 
explained by referring to the flowchart of Fig.4 and the charging transition schema (charging process diagram) of Fig.5. 
[0062] The background charging mode, which is set when the AC/PC state is the AC (power source) on and the PC 
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(external equipment) on, is the mode in which the battery main unit 4 of the battery pack 1 is charged during the time 
when the external equipment 9 is turned on and the power is supplied from the power source circuit 10 to the external 
equipment 9. During the background charging mode, the residual small current (background current) supplied from 
the power source circuit 10 to the external circuit 9 is utilized to perform the charging. 

5 [0063] During the background charging mode S40, the low current charging as shown by a step S41 is performed 
for the first stage period P A . The low current charging is such charging in which the switch S4 is changed over at a 
pre-set frequency under control by the micro-computer (CPU) 1 1 in order to cause the pre-set small current (background 
current) to flow through the battery main unit 4 for charging. This small current or background current is the residual 
current equal to the maximum supply current to the power source circuit 10 less the maximum current consumed by 

10 the external circuit 9, and amounts to one-fifth to one-tenth, for example, one-eighth of the usual charging current. 
Thus the current amounts to approximately 0.5 A in the present embodiment. If charging is performed within a range 
of not exceeding this small current value, there is no inconvenience caused even when the current consumed by the 
external equipment 9 becomes maximum. 

[0064] The switching frequency may for example be on the order of 20 kHz. It is however preferred to control the 
15 switching frequency or the pulse width to stabilize the charging current at the above-mentioned small current value of 
0.5 A with the aid of the so-called dc chopper configuration. 

[0065] This low current charging is continued until it is determined at a step S42 that the cell voltage has exceeded 

a pre-set voltage threshold T v1 . The threshold value T v1 is set to, for example, 3.5V to 4.0V. 

[0066] When it is determined at the step S42 that the cell voltage has exceeded the threshold value T v1 , the charging 

20 period proceeds to a second stage period P c when the constant voltage charging at a step S43 is performed. This 
constant voltage charging is performed under a constant voltage, for example, in a substantially constant voltage range 
of from about 8.2 V to a full-charge voltage of 8.4V ± 0.2V, with the switch S4 being maintained in the turned-on state. 
The charging current at this time is designed not to exceed the above-mentioned small current or the background 
current. This may be achieved by pre-setting the condition of transfer from the period P A -to the period P c , such as 

25 the threshold value T V1 of the cell voltage, in such a manner that the charging current may be suppressed to a value 
smaller than the background current even although the switch S4 is perpetually maintained in the turned-on state, 
[0067] If, as a result of the constant voltage charging, the charging current I is found to be smaller than a pre-set 
current value, such as 150 mA, control proceeds to a step S45a to start e.g. a 30-minute timer. It is then checked at a 
step S45b whether or not the time period of 30 minutes has elapsed. After lapse of the 30-minute period, control 

30 proceeds to the next step S46. This 30-minute charging is termed a charging for assurance. That is, charging is con- 
tinued for 30 minutes further even if the charging current becomes lower than 150 mA before the timer runs out. 
[0068] At the next step S46, the switch S4 is turned off and the voltage of each cell in the battery main unit 4 is 
checked, before control proceeds to a step S47. At the step S47, it is checked whether or not voltage differences 
between the cell voltages, that is voltage fluctuations, exceed 0.2 V. If the result of decision is NO, control proceeds 

35 to a step S48. If the result is YES, control proceeds to a step S49. 

[0069] At the step S48, after a stand-by period of, for example, 1 2 hours, control reverts to the step S41 which is the 
first step of the present background charging mode. This stand-by period corresponds to the period P D , while the time 
period during which control reverts to the step S41 to effect the charging corresponds to the supplementary charging 
period P E . This supplementary charging means the charging of eking out the spontaneous discharge. By automatically 

40 repeating the charging operation at an interval of 12 hours, an optimum charging voltage state may be maintained at 
all times. 

[0070] At a step S49, since the voltage difference between the cell voltages is 0.2V or higher, the cell exhibiting the 
maximum voltage is discharged. When the equal voltage is reached, control reverts to the step S41 to re-initiate the 
charging. This realizes the function of achieving full charging while maintaining the optimum voltage balance among 

45 the cells of the battery main unit 4 (cell balance). 

[0071 ] The quick charge mode S50, which is established when the AC (power source)/PC (external equipment) state 
is decided to be such that the AC (power source) is on and the PC (external equipment) is off (S18), is explained by 
referring to the flowchart of Fig. 6 and the charging transition schema (charging process diagram) of Fig. 7. 
[0072] The quick charging mode is such mode in which the battery main unit 4 of the battery pack 1 is charged when 

so the external equipment 9 is turned off and the current from the power source circuit 10 not supplied to the external 
equipment 9. 

[0073] During this quick charging mode S50, the first stage period P A is the period during which the low current 
charging shown at a step S51 is performed. The low current charging is similar to the operation at the step S41 of the 
background charging mode, that is, the pre-set small current is caused to flow through the battery main unit 4 by 
55 changing over the switch S4 at a pre-set frequency under control by the micro-computer (CPU) 1 1 . This small current 
may for example be one-eighth of the usual charging current or about 0.5 A, herein is equal to 0.5 A, while the switching 
frequency is on the order of, for example, 20 kHz. 

[0074] The operation of the low current charging at the step S51 of the quick charging mode S50 checks for possible 
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unusualties, such as short-circuiting or open-circuiting, of the battery main unit 4. The charging state of the battery 
main unit 4 is checked for each cell, in effect each group of the parallel-connected cells, making up the battery main 
unit 4. In more detail, it is checked if, during the low current charging for a pre-set time period, for example, for one 
hour, each cell voltage reaches a pre-set voltage, such as 3.0 V, which is lower than the full-charge voltage of, for 
5 example, 4.2 V. 

[0075] Specifically, a one-hour timer is started at a step S52 and it is checked at the next step S53 if each cell voltage 
is larger than 3.0 V. If the result of decision is NO, control proceeds to a step S54 in order to determine whether or not 
the time of one hour has elapsed. If the result of the step S54 is NO, control reverts to the step S53 and, if the result 
is YES, control proceeds to a step S55 to issue an alarm that the battery is in trouble. It is when there is one or more 
10 cells in which the voltage of 3.0 V is not reached after low current charging for one hour that control proceeds to the 
step S55. The quick charging mode is terminated, if so required, after issuing the above-mentioned alarm to the effect 
that the battery is in trouble. 

[0076] When the result of decision at the step S53 is YES, that is if each cell voltage exceeds 0.3 V, control proceeds 
to a step S56 in order to carry out a constant current charging for a period P B as a second step of the quick charging 

is mode S50. During this constant current charging, the switches S1 and S2 are turned on and the cells of the battery 
main unit 4, more specifically, each group of the parallel-connected cells, are charged at a pre-set current, for example, 
at the current of 4 A. At this time, the charging voltage of the battery main unit 4 is increased rapidly. When the voltage 
close to the full charging voltage, such as 8.2 V, is reached, the charging period proceeds to the next third period P c 
at a step S57 and the constant voltage charging is carried out. This constant voltage charging is carried out under 

20 substantially a constant voltage of from e.g. 8.2 V up to the full charging voltage of 8.4V ± 0.2V. 

[0077] If, as a result of the constant voltage charging, the charging current is found at a step S58 to be smaller than, 
for example, 150 mA,control proceeds to a step S59 to cause e.g. a 30-minute timer to be started. It is checked at a 
step S60 if the time period of 30 minutes has elapsed. If the result is YES, control proceeds to the next step S61 . This 
30-minute charging is termed a charging for assurance. That is, charging is continued for 30 minutes further even if 

25 the charging current becomes lower than 150 mA before the timer runs out. 

[0078] At the next step S61 , the switches S1 and S2 are turned off and the cell voltages in the battery main unit 4 
are checked before control proceeds to a step S62. At the step S62, it is checked whether or not voltage differences 
between the cell voltages, that is voltage fluctuations, exceed 0.2 V. If the result of decision is NO, control proceeds 
to a step S63. If the result is YES, control proceeds to a step S64. 

30 [0079] At the step S63, after a stand-by period of, for example, 1 2 hours, control reverts to the step S51 which is the 
first step of the present quick charging mode. This stand-by period corresponds to the period P D , while the time period 
during which control reverts to the step S51 to effect the charging corresponds to the supplementary charging period 
P E . This supplementary charging means the charging of eking out the spontaneous discharge. By automatically re- 
peating the charging operation at an interval of 12 hours, an optimum charging voltage state may be maintained at all 

35 times. 

[0080] At a step S64, since the voltage difference between the cell voltages is 0.2V or higher, the cell exhibiting the 
maximum voltage is discharged. When the equal voltage is reached, control reverts to the step S51 to re-initiate the 
charging. This realizes the function of achieving full charging while maintaining the optimum voltage balance among 
the cells of the battery main unit 4 (cell balance). 

40 [0081 ] During the period of the stand-by state following the end of the background charging or quick charging, such 
as the period P D shown in Figs.5 and 7, the switch S2 for charging is turned on. Thus, even if the power source circuit 
10 is abruptly turned off, the discharge current may be supplied to the external equipment 9 via the switch S2 and the 
diode D3 instantly, that is without relying on the decision given at the micro-computer 1 1 , in order to prevent the oc- 
currence of inconveniences caused by power down, such as data destruction. 

45 [0082] During the above-described charge/discharge operations, inclusive of the above-mentioned wait mode, the 
charging and discharging operations of the battery main unit 4 are perpetually monitored by the micro-computer 11 
and the analog circuit 1 2. The information on the states within the battery pack 1 during the charging and discharging 
operations and the inquiries from the external equipment 9 are exchanged via the external control terminal 8 between 
the micro-computer 11 and the external equipment 9. The function of the exchange of the information (communication) 

50 is hereinafter explained. 

[0083] The communication via the external control terminal 8 of the battery pack 1 of the present embodiment is by 
the asynchronous full duplex communication system, with transmitted data having the error check function and being 
based on eight bits as a unit. The start and stop bits are each one bit and the X-ON/X-OFF functions operate as 
handshaking. The standard for the communication may be changed if required. 

55 [0084] Specific examples of data transmitted from the external equipment 9, such as a personal computer, to the 
micro-computer 11 in the battery pack 1 include the operational (OP) codes as shown in the following Table 1: 
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[0085] In the OP codes, shown in Table 1 , upper and lower four bits of each 8-bit word are represented by the 
hexadecimal notation. The contents of the communication are roughly classified into at least four kinds of the commu- 
nication which are the intrinsic information inquiry, status inquiry, command and the declaration. Table 1 also gives 
examples of the OP codes for re-inquiry and acknowledgement. 

[0086] Among items of the intrinsic information inquiry, there are, for example, those OP codes used for inquiring 
into the model numbers (Model Nos) proper to the battery pack, version, cell configuration, type and the venders. 
Among items of the status inquiry, there are those OP codes used for inquiring into the maximum capacity (Full Ca- 
pacity), current capacity (Get Capacity), the number of times of charging (Get Cycle Nos), the present capacity (Get 
Voltage) or the present current (Get Current) and those OP codes used for inquiring into the cell voltages (Get Volt. 
Cell 1 etc). Among items of the command, there are OP codes used for re-starting the micro-computer 11 or setting 
various threshold voltages for alarms concerning excessive discharge (Set Thresh 1 etc). Among items of the decla- 
ration, there are those OP codes used for setting the status of the battery pack 1 from the external equipment 9, such 
as sync and async. 

[0087] The above Table 1 shows specific examples of allocation of the OP codes to the portions of 256 8-bit words 
in which upper four bits are 1h to 4h, where h indicates that the number is hexadecimal, and also specific examples 
of allocation of the OP codes of re-inquiry (repeat) and acknowledgement to FEh and FFh. Any optional OP codes 
may also be allocated to the portions other than those given above. Specifically, the OP codes shown in Table 1 are 
those used by the user when communicating with the battery pack 1 via the external equipment 9. In addition, the OP 
codes for the maker to conduct adjustments and testing of the battery pack 1 may be allocated to the portions having 
the upper four bits of 8h to Ah. 

[0088] Specific examples of the data codes transmitted from the micro-computer 11 within the battery pack 1 to the 
external equipment 9 such as the personal computer responsive to the OP codes transmitted from outside into the 
battery pack 1 are shown in Table 2. 
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[0089] Referring to Table 2, the words OOh to EFh, where h indicates that the number is the hexadecimal number, 
represent the corresponding values of 0 10 to 10 239 . For example, salutation on starting the micro-computer (Good 
Morning) is allocated to FOh, the notification that the three low-voltage threshold values have been reached (low battery 
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0, low battery 1 and low battery 2) are allocated to F1h, F2h and F3h, respectively, the notification that the battery is 
in trouble (Battery Failure) is allocated to F4h and the notification that the battery has reached its end (End of Battery) 
is allocated to F5h. These notifications are issued in synchronism with the inquiry timing from the external equipment 
9. However, if the status of the micro-computer 1 1 is rendered asynchronous (Async) by the OP code for the declaration 
5 for asynchroneity (44h) having been transmitted from the external equipment 9, the above notifications may also be 
sent synchronously, that is without regard to the inquiries from the external equipment 9. The request for retransmission 
(Resend) and the notification that the transmission data is invalid or out of standard (Illegal) are allocated to F6h and 
F7h, respectively, while the acknowledgement that data from the external equipment 9 has been received (Acknowl- 
edge) is allocated to FFh. 

10 [0090] Among the above three voltage threshold values, Low Battery 0, Low Battery 1 and Low Battery 2 correspond 
to a voltage for which restart becomes impossible on power off, a voltage instructing the. transfer of the memory 
information of the external equipment 9 to a hard disc or the like and a voltage instructing the termination of transfer 
of the memory information of the external equipment 9 to the hard disc or the like, respectively. 
[0091] A specific example of the communication between the external equipment 9, such as a personal computer, 

15 and the micro-computer 11 in the battery pack 1, is hereinafter explained. If 10h is sent from the external equipment 
9 (host side) as an OP code inquiring into the model number of the battery pack (Model No), the data code of OAh 
(10 10 ) is returned back from the micro-computer 11 of the battery pack 1 . The external equipment 9 (host side), which 
has pre-registered therein the connectable battery pack model number, decides whether or not the returned battery 
pack number is connectible. If the returned battery pack number is found to be not connective, control proceeds to 

20 the operation of indication of the battery failure or termination of the charge/discharge operation. 

[0092] In addition, various control operations are carried out by the external equipment 9 (host side) making inquiries 
or settings to the battery pack 1 , and by the battery pack 1 sending responses thereto. 

[0093] Fig.8 shows, in a block circuit diagram, a circuit of the battery pack according to a second embodiment of the 
present invention, and its peripheral circuitry. 

25 [0094] Referring to Fig.8, an analog circuit Ana is equivalent to the analog circuit 12 of the embodiment shown in 
Fig. 2, while FETs (field effect transistors) Fc and Fd are equivalent to the switches S1 and S2 of Fig.2 and a transistor 
Trs is equivalent to the switch S4 in Fig.2. The parts of Fig.8 equivalent to those shown in Fig.2 are indicated by the 
same reference numerals and the corresponding description is omitted or simplified for clarity. 
[0095] In the embodiment of Fig.8, the connection terminals of the battery pack 1 include, in addition to a negative 

30 terminal 6, a positive terminal 7 and an external connection terminal 8 (an output terminal 8 s1 and an input terminal 
8 s2 in Fig.8), which are similar to those shown in Fig.2, a battery-in (Batt. IN) terminal 13, a PC status (status of the 
external equipment PC STS) input terminal 14 and an AC status (power source status, AC STS) input terminal 15. 
[0096] The battery-in (Batt. IN) terminal 13 is used on loading the battery pack 1 in order to supply the power from 
the power source to the circuitry in the battery pack 1 through the external connection equipment in addition to supplying 

35 the power through a power source line in the battery main unit 4. To this end, the battery-in (Batt. IN) terminals of the 
external equipment 9 and the power source circuit 10 are connected to the positive side power source lines within the 
external equipment 9 and the power source circuit 10, respectively. With this constitution, if the negative terminal 6 or 
the positive terminal 7 of the battery pack 1 are shorted from outside or are connected to the illicit power source 
terminals, the circuitry within the battery pack 1 is not actuated, so that no ill effects are produced. 

40 [0097] Within the external equipment 9, there are provided a main body of the external equipment PC, such as a 
personal computer, and a transistor T PC which is turned on when the main body of the external equipment PC is turned 
on. Within the power source circuit 10, there are provided an AC/DC converter ADC and a transistor T AC which is 
turned on when the AC/DC converter ADC is turned on. The PC status (status of the external equipment) information 
PC STS from the transistor T PC is sent to the micro-computer (CPU) 11 via a PC status terminal 14 in the batten/ pack 

45 1 , while the AC status (power source status) information AC STS from the transistor T AC is sent to the micro-computer 
(CPU) 11 via an AC status terminal 15 in the battery pack 1. 

[0098] Within the battery pack 1 , a regulator (voltage stabilization circuit) Reg and the analog circuit Ana are con- 
nected to the battery-in (Batt. IN) terminal 13 for supplying the power thereto. The battery-in terminal 13 is also con- 
nected to various gates of the FETs Fc and Fd via a resistor and a switch control circuit 16. In this manner, when the 
so battery pack is loaded in position, the FETs Fc and Fd are both turned on, so that the power may be supplied from the 
negative terminal of the battery main body 4 to the negative terminal 6 of the battery pack 1 even if the AC/DC converter 
ADC of the power source circuit 10 is turned off. The stabilized voltage output of the regulator Reg is supplied to the 
CPU 11 . The analog circuit Ana detects the voltage for each cell of the battery main unit 4 and transmits the detected 
voltage to the CPU 11. 

55 [0099] The PC status (status of the external equipment PC STS) from the input terminal 1 4 and the AC status (status 
of the power source AC STS) from the input terminal 1 5 are transmitted to the CPU 1 1 where the AC PC status detection 
as in step S13 of the flowchart of Fig.3 is performed. Depending on the detected AC PC status, any one of the wait 
mode operation, discharge mode operation, background mode operation and the quick charge mode operation is 
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executed. 

[0100] During execution of these modes, the CPU 11 executes calculations based upon the cell voltage values from 
the analog circuit Ana, charging/discharging current values from the operational amplifier OP1 and the temperature 
from a temperature sensor in order to find a voltage for a given current value as calculated from the current actual 

5 voltage value or find the data such as residual capacity or the maximum capacity. Besides, the CPU 11 transmits 
necessary data responsive to the inquiries made from the external equipment 9. It is noted that the voltage for a pre- 
set constant voltage is found as described above in view that the voltage for larger current values is low and, if directly 
used for condition discrimination, such voltage is likely to lead to mistaken decisions. Also, since the present detected 
voltage is changed with temperatures, it should be corrected in consideration of temperature characteristics. Besides, 

10 it may also be contemplated to correct the residual voltage or the maximum capacity depending on the current or the 
temperature. 

[0101] As described in connection with the steps S47 and S49 or S62 and S64 of the flowcharts of Figs.4 and 6, the 
balancing circuit Bal discharges the cell exhibiting the maximum voltage when the difference between the cell voltages 
exceeds 0.2 V in order to equalize the cell voltages and in order to establish the voltage balance from cell to cell. To 
15 this end, the CPU 11 discriminates the cell voltages as detected by the analog circuit Ana and controls the balancing 
circuit Bal when the voltage difference exceeds 0.2 V to turn on one of the discharge switches of the cells showing the 
maximum voltage. 

[0102] Each of the FETs Fc and Fd, which are charge/discharge control switches, has its gate voltage controlled by 
the switch control circuit 16 so as to be turned on or off. That is, the FET Fc has its gate connected to the collector of 

20 the transistor Tc, while the FET Fd has its gate connected to the collector of the transistor Td, and a control signal from 
the CPU 11 is supplied to the bases of these transistors Tc and Td. The transistor Td has its base connected to the 
collector of a transistor T AS , the base of which is connected to the AC status input terminal 1 5. 
[0103] Also, as described above, the battery-in terminal 13 is connected via a resistor to the gates of the FETs Fc 
and Fd, so that these FETs Fc and Fd are controlled responsive to the loading of the battery pack 1 , that is responsive 

25 to the voltage application to the battery-in terminal 13. 

[0104] If, when the battery pack 1 is loaded in position, the transistors Tc and Td are turned off, the FETs Fc and Fd 
are both turned on, such that, if the transistors Tc and Td are turned on responsive to the control signal from the CPU 
11, the FET connected to the transistor which has been turned on is turned off. It may also occur that, if both the 
transistors Tc and Td are turned on, both the FETs Fc and Fd are turned off. 

30 [01 05] The transistor T AS within the switch control circuit 1 6 is turned on and off depending on the voltage at the AC 
status input terminal 15. That is, if the power source circuit 10 is turned on, the transistor T AC within the power source 
circuit 10 is turned on, so that the voltage at the terminal 15 is at a low (L) level. The transistor Td is turned on and off 
depending on the control signal from the CPU 1 1 . Conversely, if the power source circuit 1 0 is turned off or disconnected, 
the voltage at the AC status input terminal 1 5 becomes high (H). Thus the transistor T AS is turned on so that the base 

35 of the transistor T d is forced to be at a low level and hence the FET Fd is turned on. 

[0106] That is, if, during the above-mentioned background charging mode, with the AC (power source) being turned 
on, the PC (external equipment) being turned off, the- FET Fd or the transistor Trs being turned on, and the electrical 
connection of the power source circuit 10 being interrupted, the power source of the external equipment 9, such as 
the personal computer 9, is interrupted temporarily, data destruction or the like inconvenience may be produced. In 

40 this consideration, the transistor T AS is directly turned on by an analog technique for instantaneously turning the FET 
Fd on without waiting for the decision as to the AC status to be given by the CPU 11 . In other words, If the FET Fd is 
turned on based upon the decision given by the CPU 1 1 , the time lag corresponding to the execution of the discrimination 
program is produced and a delay is caused in the power supply from the battery main unit 4 to the external equipment 
9, so that there is the risk of power supply interruption for a short period of time. With the arrangement of Fig. 8, the 

45 FET Fd is turned on simultaneously with change in the AC status, that is with the minimum delay on the order of the 
transistor switching time, for supplying the power instantly from the battery main unit 4 to the external equipment 9 in 
order to prevent data destruction or the like inconvenience from its occurrence. 

[0107] Although the FETs Fc and Fd, which are switches for controlling the charging/discharging, are connected in 
the above embodiment to the negative side power source line, they may also be connected to the positive side power 
50 source line. The arrangement of the switch controlling circuit 16 may be configured in a manner different from that 
shown in the drawings. Alternatively, the switching control circuit 16 may be omitted so that the FETs Fc and Fd may 
be turned on and off based upon a control signal supplied from the CPU 11. In addition, the negative terminal of the 
CPU 11 may also be connected to the negative terminal of the battery main unit 4. 

[01 08] It will be seen from above that the present invention provides a battery pack in which the control circuit provided 
55 heretofore in the charger or the external equipment is provided within the battery pack itself for simplifying the structure 
of the charger or the external equipment in order to reduce the size and the cost of the battery pack. 
[0109] As regards the operation of the control circuit, the charging and discharging operations are performed based 
upon the charging transition diagram or the charging process diagram, so that the charging and discharging operations 
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may be adapted to the characteristics of the secondary battery incorporated in the battery pack, with the result that 
the charging voltage of each cell may be perpetually maintained in a normal condition. 

[0110] In addition, since the charging and discharging states of each secondary cell may be detected, the state of 
each cell may be detected promptly for promptly detecting the unbalanced state, excessively charged state or the 
5 excessively discharged state. 

[0111] Furthermore, by providing the function of detecting the input voltage from the charger, it becomes possible 
to detect the voltage other than the charging voltage of the battery pack in order to prevent the destruction of the cells 
making up the secondary battery of the battery pack from occurring. 

10 

Claims 

1. A battery pack (1) adapted to be connected, in use, to a power source circuit (10) and to an external equipment 
(9), said external equipment (9) being connected to said power source circuit (1 0), said battery pack (1 ) comprising 

15 a plurality of cells (5) and means for controlling the charging current of said battery pack (1 ), the battery pack being 

characterised in that it comprises integral charging control means (11,12) comprising: 

means for detecting the on/off state of said external equipment (9) when connected thereto in use, and 
said means for controlling the charging current of said battery pack (1), the charging current control means 

20 being adapted such that, when connected to the external equipment (9) and to the power source circuit (10) 

in use, said external equipment and power source circuit being connected together, the battery pack draws 
power at a first level, equal to the total supply power from said power source circuit (10), when the detecting 
means detects the off state of the external equipment and, whenever the detecting means detects the on state 
of the external equipment, the power drawn by the battery pack is limited to a second level, less than the first 

25 level, said second level being equal to the total supply power from said power source circuit (10) less the 

maximum power consumed by said external equipment (9). 

2. The battery pack as claimed in claim 1 , and comprising switch means (S4) controlled by said controlling nneans 
(11,12) during a first charging phase such that when, in use, said detecting means detects the on state of the 

so external equipment said switch means (S4) intermittently alters the current fed from said power source circuit (1 0) 

to the cells (5). 

3. The battery pack as claimed in claim 2, wherein in use during a second charging phase (S43), when said detecting 
means detects the on state of the connected external equipment (9), said controlling means (11,12) controls said 

35 switching means (S4) so as not to change state. 

4. The battery pack as claimed in any previous claim, and comprising means for detecting voltage differences among 
the cells (5) at termination of charging and for causing the cell having the maximum voltage to be discharged if 
the voltage differences exceed a pre-set threshold, whereby to establish an equilibrium among the cell voltages. 

40 

5. The battery pack as claimed in any previous claim, and comprising switch means (S2/S4) selectively inhibiting the 
discharge of the cells, said switch means being adapted to change state at termination of charging such as to 
enable discharge after charging has terminated. 

^5 6. The battery pack as claimed in any previous claim, and comprising switch means (Fd) selectively inhibiting the 
discharge of the cells (5) and means (1 5) for detecting the voltage state of the power source circuit (1 0) connected 
to the battery pack (1) in use, said switch means (Fd) being adapted to enable discharge of the cells (5) when the 
detecting means detects the off state of the connected power source circuit (1 0) during charging of the battery pack. 

so 7. The battery pack as claimed in any previous claim, and further comprising a battery loading terminal (1 3) to which 
a voltage is applied when the battery pack (1) is connected to said external equipment (9), the operation/non- 
operation of an internal circuit of said battery pack (1) being changed over dependent upon the voltage at said 
battery loading terminal (13). 

55 

Patentanspruche 

1. Batteriepack (1), welches ausgelegt ist, im Gebrauch mit einer Stromqueilenschaltung (10) und einer exlernen 
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Einrichtung (9) verbunden zu werden, wobei die externe Einrichtung (9) mit der Stromquellenschaltung (10) ver- 
bunden ist und das Batteriepack (1) eine Vielzahl von Zellen (5) und Mittel zur Steuerung des Ladestroms des 
Batteriepacks (1 ) enthalt, und wobei das Batteriepack dadurch gekennzeichnet ist, dass es eine test eingebaute 
Ladesteuerungseinrichtung (11, 12) aufweist, welche umfasst: 

5 

Mittel zur Detektion des Ein/Aus-Zustands der externen Einrichtung (9), wenn diese im Gebrauch mit diesen 
Mitteln verbunden ist, und 

dass die Mittel zur Steuerung des Ladestroms des Batteriepacks (1), d. h. die Ladestrom-Steuerungseinrich- 
io tung derart ausgelegt ist, dass, wenn sie im Gebrauch mit der externen Einrichtung (9) und der Stromquel- 

lenschaltung (10) verbunden ist und die externe Einrichtung und die Stromquellenschaltung miteinander ver- 
bunden sind, das Batteriepack Leistung mit einem ersten Pegel entnimmt, welche gleich der gesamten von 
der Stromquellenschaltung (1 0) zugefuhrten Leistung ist, wenn die Detektionsmittel den Aus-Zustand der ex- 
ternen Einrichtung feststellen, und dass immer, wenn die Detektionsmittel den Ein-Zustand der externen Ein- 
15 richtung feststellen, die durch das Batteriepack entnommene Leistung auf einen zweiten Pegel begrenzt ist, 

welcher niedriger als der erste Pegel ist, wobei der zweite Pegel gleich der gesamten von der Stromquellen- 
schaltung (10) gelieferten Leistung minus der maximalen Leistung, die durch die externe Einrichtung ver- 
braucht wird ist. 

20 2. Batteriepack nach Anspruch 1, mit einer Umschalteeinrichtung (S4), welche durch die steuerungseinrichtung (11, 
1 2) wahrend einer ersten Ladephase derart gesteuert wird, dass, wenn im Gebrauch die Detektionsmittel den Ein- 
Zustand der externen Einrichtung feststellen, diese Umschalteeinrichtung (S4) intermittierend den Strom andert, 
welcher von der Stromquellenschaltung (10) an die Zellen (5) geliefert wird. 

25 3. Batteriepack nach Anspruch 2, bei welchem im Gebrauch wahrend einer zweiten Ladephase (S43), wenn die 
Detektionsmittel den Ein-Zustand der angeschlossenen externen Einrichtung (9) feststellen, die Steuerungsein- 
richtung (11,12) die Umschalteeinrichtung (S4) steuert, urn den Zustand nicht zu Sndern. 

4. Batteriepack nach einem der vorhergehenden Anspruche mit Mitteln zur Detektion der Spannungsdifferenz zwi- 
30 schen den Zellen (5) bei Beendigung des Ladevorgangs und zur Veranlassung, dass die Zelle mit der maximalen 

Spannung entladen wird, wenn die Spannungsdifferenzen einen voreingestellten Schwellenwert uberschreiten, 
wodurch ein Gleichgewicht zwischen den Zellspannungen errichtet wird. 

5. Batteriepack nach einem der vorhergehenden Anspruche mit einer Umschalteeinrichtung (S2/S4), welche selektiv 
35 das Entladen der Zellen unterbindet, wobei die Umschalteeinrichtung ausgelegt ist, den Zustand bei Beendigung 

des Ladevorgangs derartig zu verandern, urn ein Entladen zu ermoglichen, nachdem der Ladevorgang beendet 
worden ist. 

6. Batteriepack nach einem der vorhergehenden Anspruche mit einer Umschalteeinrichtung (Fd) zum selektiven 
40 Unterbinden des Entladens der Zellen (5) und Mitteln (1 5) zur Detektion des Spannungszustands der Stromquel- 
lenschaltung (1 0), welche im Gebrauch mit dem Batteriepack verbunden ist, wobei die Umschalteeinrichtung (Fd) 
ausgelegt ist, ein Entladen der Zellen zu ermSglichen, wenn die Detektionsmittel wahrend des Ladevorgangs des 
Batteriepacks den Aus-Zustand der angeschlossenen Stromquellenschaltung (10) feststellen. 

45 7. Batteriepack nach einem der vorhergehenden Anspruche mit weiterhin einem Batterie-Ladeanschluss (13), an 
welchen eine Spannung angelegt wird, wenn das Batteriepack (1) mit der externen Einrichtung (9) verbunden ist, 
wobei die Tatigkeit/ Nichttatigkeit einer internen Schaltung des Batteriepacks (1) abhangig von der Spannung an 
dem Batterie-Ladeanschluss (13) umgeschaltet wird. 

50 

Revendications 

1 . Batterie d'alimentation (1 ) destinee & etre connectee, en utilisation, & un circuit formant une source de puissance 
electrique (1 0) et k un equipement externe (9), ledit equipement externe (9) 6tant connecte audit circuit source de 
55 puissance electrique (10), ladite batterie d'alimentation (1) comprenant une pluralite d'accumulateurs (5) et un 

moyen servant & commander le courant de charge de ladite batterie d'alimentation (1), la batterie d'alimentation 
etant caracterisee en ce qu'elle comprend un moyen de commande de charge integre (11, 12), comprenant : 
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un moyen servant a dEtecter I'Etat active/desactive dudit Equipement externe (9) lorsqu'il lui est connectE en 
utilisation, et 

ledit moyen de commande du courant de charge de ladite batterie d'alimentation (1), le moyen de commande 
de courant de charge Etant concu de facon que, lorsque, en utilisation, il est connecte a I'Equipement externe 

(9) et au circuit source de puissance Electrique (1 0), ledit equipement externe et ledit circuit source de puis- 
sance Electrique Etant connectes ensemble, la batterie d'alimentation tire une puissance Electrique d'un pre- 
mier niveau, egale a la puissance Electrique d'alimentation totale venant dudit circuit source de puissance 
Electrique (1 0), lorsque ledit moyen de detection dEtecte I'Etat dEsactivE de I'Equipement externe, et, a chaque 
fois que le moyen de detection detecte I'Etat active de I'equipement externe, la puissance electrique tiree par 
la batterie d'alimentation est limitEe a un deuxieme niveau, inferieur au premier niveau, le deuxieme niveau 
Etant egal a la puissance Electrique d'alimentation totale venant dudit circuit source de puissance Electrique 

(10) moins la puissance maximale consommEe par ledit Equipement externe (9). 

Batterie d'alimentation selon la revendication 1 , comprenant un moyen de commutateur (S4) commandE par ledit 
moyen de commande (11 , 12) pendant une premiEre phase de charge de facon que, lorsque, en utilisation, ledit 
moyen de dEtection dEtecte I'Etat activE de I'Equipement externe, ledit moyen de commutation (S4) modifie par 
intermittence le courant fourni par ledit circuit source de puissance Electrique (10) aux accumulateurs (5). 

Batterie d'alimentation selon la revendication 2, ou, en utilisation, pendant une deuxiEme phase de charge (S43), 
lorsque ledit moyen de dEtection dEtecte I'Etat activE de I'Equipement externe (9) connectE, ledit moyen de com- 
mande (11, 12) commande ledit moyen de commutation (S4) de fagon qu'il ne change pas d'Etat. 

Batterie d'alimentation selon I'une quelconque des revendications prEcEdentes, comprenant un moyen qui sert a 
dEtecter les diffErences de tension existant entre les accumulateurs (5) a la fin de la charge et a amener I'accu- 
mulateur qui possEde la tension maximale a se dEcharger si les diffErences de tension dEpassent un seuil prEfixE, 
de maniEre a ainsi Etablir un Equilibre entre les tensions des accumulateurs. 

Batterie d'alimentation selon I'une quelconque des revendications prEcEdentes, comprenant un moyen de com- 
mutation (S2/S4) empechant sElectivement la dEcharge des accumulateurs, ledit moyen de commutation Etant 
destinE a changer d'Etat a la fin de la charge de maniEre a permettre la dEcharge aprEs que la charge s'est ternninEe. 

Batterie d'alimentation selon I'une quelconque des revendications prEcEdentes, comprenant un moyen de com- 
mutation (Fd) empEchant sElectivement la dEcharge des accumulateurs (5) et un moyen (15) servant a dEtecter 
I'Etat de tension du circuit source de puissance Electrique (1 0) connectE a la batterie d'alimentation (1 ) en utilisation, 
ledit moyen de commutation (Fd) Etant destinE a permettre la dEcharge des accumulateurs (5) lorsque le moyen 
de dEtection a dEtectE I'Etat dEsactivE du circuit source de puissance Electrique (10) connectE, pendant la charge 
de la batterie d'alimentation. 

Batterie d'alimentation selon I'une quelconque des revendications prEcEdentes, comprenant en outre une borne 
(13) de mise en position de la batterie, a laquelle une tension est appliquEe lorsque la batterie d'alimentation (1) 
est connectEe audit Equipement externe (9), un circuit interne de ladite batterie d'alimentation (1 ) commutanf entre 
activation et non-activation en fonction de la tension prEsente sur ladite borne (1 3) de mise en position de la batterie. 
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FIG.1 
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